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OTHER SEEDLING/REFORESTATION 
SURVEYS

Annual National Seedling 
Production Survey
 Focuses on the number 

of seedlings nurseries 
produce each year
Published annually in 

Tree Planters’ Notes



Nursery Capacity & 
Expansion Survey (Fargione 
et al. 2021)
Nursery industry is at 

capacity, but demand is 
high and increasing
Entire pipeline (seed, 

nursery, workforce, early 
silviculture) needs to beef 
up to meet reforestation 
challenges

OTHER SEEDLING/REFORESTATION 
SURVEYS



INLAND NORTHWEST REFORESTATION 
SURVEY

Conducted by the UI Center for Forest Nursery & Seedling 
Research in spring 2021 to document 2020 activities
Results of the survey will help landowners by providing 
information to:
nurseries to help them anticipate the number and type of 

seedlings to grow
 landowners so then can understand practices being applied 

by other landowners to improve reforestation success
 reforestation contractors so they can anticipate demand for 

seedling planting, site preparation, and release contracts 



INLAND NORTHWEST REFORESTATION 
SURVEY

Widely distributed to seedling customers and forest 
managers through State Extension programs, National 
Forests and other Federal lands, Tribes, private 
landowners, and state agencies
148 total respondents



REGION TARGETED – INLAND NORTHWEST

3/4/2022



RESPONDENT LOCATION
“Other” 
included SW 
and Central 
MT, Central 
WA, and 
Central OR



RESPONDENT ACREAGE



FORM OF REGENERATION USED



ESTIMATE OF 2019 PLANTED SEEDLING 
SURVIVAL



TOTAL REPORTED SEEDLINGS PLANTED 
IN 2020

19,087,527



PERCENT CONTAINERIZED SEEDLINGS



STOCKTYPES PLANTED

Bareroot Container



STOCKTYPES (> 5,000 SEEDLINGS PLANTED)

N=22

Bareroot Container



SPECIES PLANTED



WHERE DID YOU OBTAIN YOUR 
SEEDLINGS?



WHERE DID YOU OBTAIN YOUR 
SEEDLINGS (> 5 K SEEDLINGS)?



SEEDLINGS PURCHASED BY NURSERY 
TYPE

Nursery Type Seedlings Purchased Percent of Total
Private-Contract 14,895,666 78.04%

Private-Speculation 12,655 0.07%
State-Contract 110,080 0.58%

State-Speculation 5,755 0.03%
Conservation District 2,925 0.02%

Federal 4,060,446 21.27%
TOTAL 19,087,527



WHERE WAS THE LOCATION OF THE 
NURSERY WHERE YOU OBTAINED 

SEEDLINGS?



WHERE WAS THE LOCATION OF THE 
NURSERY WHERE YOU OBTAINED 
SEEDLINGS (>5 K SEEDLINGS)?



WHAT TYPE OF SITE PREPARATION 
WAS PERFORMED?

Acres 
Treated:
52,058

Not asked 
acreage by 

type of 
treatment

Pile/burn, 
mastication



WHAT TYPE OF POST-PLANTING 
RELEASE WAS PERFORMED?

Acres 
Treated:
12,506

Not asked 
acreage by 

type of 
treatment



WHO PERFORMED YOUR PREP AND 
RELEASE?



WHO PERFORMED YOUR PREP AND 
RELEASE (ACRES TREATED)?

Contractor 
(Acres)

Self (Acres) Both (Acres)

51,144 3,902 9,498

TOTAL: 64,544



NEXT STEPS
Survey will be conducted annually
Find ways to increase participation
 Targeted solicitations, start earlier, reminders

Use annual data to understand trends in:
 Seedling demand by stocktype and species

 Types of nursery where seedlings are purchased

 Early silviculture practices

Find ways to distribute results back to participants and other interested 
parties



2021 SURVEY STILL OPEN!

HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/INWREFOR

CONTACT ANDREW NELSON FOR MORE 
INFORMATION:

ASNELSON@UIDAHO.EDU

3/4/2022

mailto:asnelson@uidaho.edu
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