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Who is Oregonians for Food and Shelter?

A non-profit coalition to promote the efficient production 
of quality food and fiber while protecting human health, 

personal property and the environment, through the 
integrated, responsible use of pest management products, 

soil nutrients and biotechnology.



Agriculture

Chemical/
Other

Forestry

OFS Members
• Individuals
• Associations
• Businesses

OFS Primary Issues
• Pesticides
• Fertilizer 
• Biotechnology



Local Ballot Measures



BALLOT MEASURES
 Jackson County 

 GE Crop Ban – Passed

 Josephine County

 GE Crop Ban - Passed, but Defeated in the Courts

 Benton County 

 GE Crop Ban - Failed

 City of Salem

 Neonics – failed to obtain signatures

 Lincoln County 

 Aerial Pesticide Ban – Passed & in Litigation

 Lane County

 Aerial Herbicide Ban – stopped through litigation

 GE Crop Ban – failed to obtain signatures

 Community Rights Initiative – stopped through litigation

 Statewide Measures ??

 Ban Aerial Applications in Forestry

 IP 29 – dismantle preemption



Legislature Left Activists Frustrated







LINCOLN COUNTY



LINCOLN COUNTY MEASURE 21-177
Prohibits aerial pesticide spraying and creates 
rights of local citizens





Supporters held on to their lead

Voted NO because:

Voted YES because:

POST-ELECTION POLLING



Coast Range Forest Watch
Rockaway Beach Citizens
Florence Organizes Environmental Team
Lincoln County Community Rights
Oregon Wild
Beyond Toxics

The Spray Free Coast campaign represents the 
local efforts of several grassroots, community-
based organizations on the Oregon Coast concerned 
about the effects of spraying on watersheds, forests, 
farms, wildlife and human health.

https://sprayfreecoast.org/


FERNS Trainings



GLYPHOSATE



40 Year History of Safe Use

Glyphosate is supported by one of the most 
extensive worldwide human health and 
environmental effects databases ever 
compiled for a pesticide product

7 Complete Regulatory Data Packages



How Glyphosate Works in the Plant

Glyphosate inhibits an enzyme 
present in plants that people 
and animals do not produce 

Glyphosate is applied to a plant, 
absorbed and travels to the roots 
where it blocks this specific plant 
enzyme

Glyphosate is not an 
organophosphate and does not 
inhibit cholinesterase activity



IARC is an Outlier 

18



Country Activity/Review Outcome Completion 

US Human Health Risk Assessment as part of the registration review The draft human health risk assessment concludes that glyphosate is 
not likely to be carcinogenic to humans. The Agency’s assessment 

found no other meaningful risk to human health when the product is 
used according to the pesticide label. 

Dec 2017

EU European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  review of potential endocrine 
disrupting properties of glyphosate

Glyphosate does not have endocrine disrupting properties through 
oestrogen, androgen, thyroid or steroidogenesis mode of action 

Sep 2017

CA Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) Re-evaluation Decision (RVD) 
for glyphosate

glyphosate is not genotoxic and is unlikely to pose a human cancer risk Apr 2017

EU European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) hazard assessment of glyphosate glyphosate is considered as non-carcinogenic, non-mutagenic, non-
reprotoxic, non-genotoxic and without specific target organ toxicity

Mar 2017

KR Rural Development Administration (RDA) safety re-evaluation on 
glyphosate

glyphosate intake from the diet is under the safe level;
it is concluded that animal testing found no carcinogenic association 

and health risk of glyphosate on farmers was low

Mar 2017

AU The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) 
assessment of the International Agency for Research on Cancer glyphosate 

report

glyphosate does not pose a cancer risk to humans when used in 
accordance with the label instructions 

Oct 2016

A review of the carcinogenic potential of glyphosate by four independent 
expert panels and comparison to the IARC assessment, Critical Reviews in 

Toxicology

the data do not support IARC’s conclusion that glyphosate is a probable 
human carcinogen and, consistent with previous regulatory 

assessments, further concluded that glyphosate is unlikely to pose a 
carcinogenic risk to humans

Sep 2016

US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Glyphosate Issue Paper -
Evaluation of Carcinogenic Potential

glyphosate is classified as not likely to be carcinogenic to humans Sep 2016

NZ Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) review of the evidence relating to
glyphosate and carcinogenicity

glyphosate is unlikely to be genotoxic or carcinogenic Aug 2016

JMPR – WHO/FAO review of glyphosate carcinogenicity glyphosate is unlikely to pose a carcinogenic risk to humans from 
exposure through the diet

May 2016

JP Food Safety Commission (FSC) reviewed glyphosate acceptable daily intake 
(ADI)

no neurotoxicity, carcinogenicity, reproductive effect, teratogenicity 
or genotoxicity was observed

Mar 2016

EU European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) Renewal Assessment Report and 
Proposed Decision

glyphosate is not classified or proposed to be classified as carcinogenic 
or toxic for reproduction

Nov 2015

US CARC (Cancer Assessment Review Committee – EPA) - evaluation for 
carcinogenic potential 

glyphosate is classified as not likely to be carcinogenic to humans Oct 2015

US EDSP (Endocrine Disruptor Screening Program) - Decision on list 1 
substances: Weight of Evidence evaluations and DERs for the Tier 1 tests 

for List 1 chemicals

no convincing evidence of potential interaction with the estrogen, 
androgen or thyroid pathways

Jun 2015



Aminocyclopyrachlor (Perspective)

 Roadside applications made in central Oregon in 2013-2015

 Tank mix including Perspective

 Perspective label warns of risk to desirable trees

 In both 2014 and 2015, damage to ponderosa pines were 
noticed on USFS lands

 ODA performed investigations, and determined that, while 
aminocyclopyrachlor was detected in some samples, the 
application was done in accordance with the label

 Unclear why damage was only to some trees





Aminocyclopyrachlor 
(Perspective)

 ODA issued a temporary rule in 
September

 Prohibits the application of 
aminocyclopyrachlor on right of 
ways

 Temporary rules last for 180 days 
(March 26, 2019)

 ODA will perform product review 
in that timeframe and decide if 
label changes or additional rules 
are needed



Sensitive Crops



Sensitive Crops

 Concerns about phenoxy herbicides

 Focused on ag, forestry and ROW uses

 Some have proposed RUP designation 
and/or time specific bans on use

 New push to change the testing levels in 
pesticide investigations

 New types of sensitive crops bring 
increased challenges

 OFS focused on outreach & education

 Less complaints in 2016 and 2017, 
but more complaints in 2018



2019 Potential 
Pesticide Legislation

 Chlorpyrifos

 California Regulations

 Pesticide Preemption

 Neonicotinoids

 2,4-D

 Glyphosate

 Aerial Application

 Notification

 Reporting 

 PURS

 Farmworker Protection



Why does this matter 
to you?

Your Issue

Not Your Issue



Moving 
Forward



Lessons Learned

 Local battles require new tactics
Our opponents can build and launch assets faster
 The opposition have well tested messages
 They can quickly activate social channels to sway 

emotions
We can’t assume our legacy messages will work 

in local battles
On-the-ground intelligence and real-time data 

can help make informed decisions



Tillamook Working Lands & Waters Cooperative



What can you do?

 Engage at the local level

 Educate legislators about your issues

 Pay attention to the legislature
• Subscribe to newsletters
• Join OFS

 Testify

 Tell your story



Activists are 
Looking for 
Mistakes 

 Agency Investigations Are Front Page News

 Mistakes Impact Everyone

No Room For Error



Questions??

Katie Fast

katie@ofsonline.org

503-510-5293

ofsonline.org
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