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Pollinator Restoration Efforts

Began in 2015 working for Citizen Potawatomi Nation

Partnered with Tribal Environmental Action for Monarchs  (TEAM)

Eas tern Shawnee (ESTOO), 6 other tribes  and 2 non-profits  working together in 
Oklahoma

● Technical Training
● Site Selection and Preparation
● Develop a s eed bank

ESTOO has  built ra in gardens  and planted s everal acres  of pollinator plants  on 
their properties  including demons tra tion plots





MONARCH BUTTERFLY RECOVERY PLAN













Growing 
Wildflowers

Continuing to grow up to 4000/ year in 
one of the three greenhous es  

Partners  with the ESTOO Early 
Childhood Learning Center to provide 
learning opportunities  

Donated 200 plants  to the Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma’s  Seed Bank 
gardens



Milkweed plantings
5000 milkweed plants  provided by 
Monarch watch to each TEAM tribe



Local species grown 
Los t a ll s eedlings  from a  few 
species

Marked 7 new species  this  year 
to add to s eed collection



Demonstration 
plots

Planted near the greenhous es  along 
the Shawnee Recreational Trails  open 
to all the public



Plant Identification
A continual learning 
proces s  a ided by the 
internet!



Searching the web...



A secondary reference source...



Searching by State





Understanding Propagation

Prairie Moon Nursery

Lots  of useful pictures

Standardized Germination 
Codes

Great “at a  glance guide” 

Limited species  data



Consulting USDA data



Seneca-Cayuga Traditional medicinal 
plants  availability pos t removal

TEK and ethnobotany

ESTOO and majority of Indians  in 
Oklahoma were removed here in 
the early to mid  19th century.

Los s  of traditional habita t impacted 
plant knowledge and contributed to 
cultural los s

Us ing these plants  in conjunction 
with cultural revita lization efforts









Gathering TEK in a 
s pace removed

There is  s ome overlap of plants , and 
s ome TEK is  s till us ed by Tribal 
Members . 

Gathering data about plants  unknown 
is  us eful in adjus ting to the new s pace



www.TapConnection.org





TAP conference October 24-26

Day one- seed gathering a t Seneca-Cayuga tribal lands

Day 2 - s eed proces s ing demons tra tions , s eed s tra tification, plant production a t 
Euchee Butterfly Farm

Day 3 - presentations  a t College of Muscogee Creek Nation



“It's hard to kill a 
Native”
-David Correll, 
Chickas aw Nation 
Greenhous es
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