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Navajo Nation



Navajo Division of Natural Resources

Navajo Natural 
Heritage Program

Navajo Fish & Wildlife Department

Navajo Native Plant Program
• Native plant seedbank and nursery

• Navajo native plant internship



Navajo Nation
• Overgrazing
• Invasive species
• Resource extraction
• Drought



Navajo Nation: Degraded



Lack of regionally-sourced, 
native plant material



43 SOS collections on Navajo



Native Plant Needs Assessment

Agency Survey Community Survey



Community Survey



Community Survey (n=225)

95% use native plants for 
personal/cultural purposes

Most common means of 
obtaining native plants, 

collect (83%)
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Community Survey (n=225)

68% want to participate in 
native plant workshops

66% interested/very 
interested in growing 

native plants



Agency Survey 

Total number and percent of survey participants by 
agency/organization type.

Agency/organization 
type

Participants Percent

Navajo Nation 18 39

Federal 12 26

Nonprofit 8 17

State 4 9

Private 3 7

Local 1 2

Total 46 100



Agency Survey (n=46)

67% currently use plant material, 
80% anticipate needing native 

plant material

81% currently use, 85% 
anticipate needing native 

plant seed



Agency Survey (n=46)

64% willing to buy from 
local growers and buyers

68% concerned about 
genetic/regional source of 

plant material

Grass Forb Tree/shrub
1 Indian ricegrass

Achnatherum
hymenoides

Globe Mallow
Sphaeralcea spp.

Willow
Salix spp.

2 Blue grama
Bouteloua gracilis

Rocky Mtn. 
beeplant
Cleome serrulata

Cottonwood
Populus fremontii

3 Alkali sacaton
Sporobolus airoides

Rocky Mtn. 
penstemon
Penstemon strictus

Mountain 
mahogany
Cercocarpus
montanus

4 Western 
wheatgrass
Pascopyrum smithii

Colorado four 
o’clock
Mirabilis multiflora

Winterfat
Krascheninnikovia
lanata

5 Galleta Grass
Pleuraphis jamesii

Butterfly 
milkweed
Asclepias tuberosa

Fourwing
saltbush
Atriplex canescens



Feasible!

Navajo Native Plant Program
Produce locally-sourced native plant material for 

restoration, conservation, and cultural 
preservation on the Navajo Nation



Next Steps:
Native Plant Needs Assessment Report

Target species list

Secure More Funding

• Prioritize restoration sites
• Create database to accession seed collections
• Plan seed collecting targets/schedule
• Navajo Forestry Department greenhouse        

(Fort Defiance, AZ)



Next Steps:
Develop a division wide native plant policy  for 

the Navajo Division of Natural Resources

Similar to National Seed Strategy

• Provides a framework revegetation on the Navajo 
Nation

• Prioritize native species over non-native
• Prioritize use of plants that provide multiple 

ecosystem services (erosion control, pollinator, 
wildlife habitat)



Questions?

Work With US!

Jesse Mike: jmike@nndfw.org
Nora Talkington: ntalkington@nndfw.org

Kelsey Jensen: kjensen@nndfw.org

mailto:jmike@nndfw.org
mailto:ntalkington@nndfw.org
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