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Gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar)



Gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar)

European GM

• In eastern U.S. since 1869

• 20 states, 4 provinces

• 80+ million acres defoliated

• >$260M suppression costs

Asian GM

• Not established in U.S.

• In Oregon traps 1991, 2000, 
2006 and 2015

• Females can fly

• International cargo, vessels



Great tools for early detection

• Trapping in OR since 1979



2015 Gypsy Moth – Southern OR



2015 Gypsy Moth – Northern OR



2015 Gypsy moth
Washington

Summary of OR and WA:

Oregon:
EGM 12
AGM 2

Washington:
EGM 32
AGM 10

Total moths: 56





Oregon Potential Economic Costs

• Costs of quarantines to nursery ($803 
million;85% exported) and Christmas tree 
industries ($100 million; 90% exported)

• Forestry production (hardwoods and fir)

• Increased pesticide use by private landowners 
(urban, nurseries, and private forests)
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Gypsy moth in Oregon – Historical Context

• 1979: GM trapping begins in Oregon
• 1984: 19,000 moths trapped– 1,200 mi2; Lane Co.
• 1985: 225,000 acres treated; 400 moths trapped
• 1986: 186,000 acres treated; 41 moths trapped
• 1987: 0 acres treated; 15 moths trapped
• 1988: 1 moth trapped
• 1989: 0 moths trapped

“If steps are not taken now to eradicate the gypsy moth in 
Oregon, it is very probably that the insect will become 
widespread and attempts to control it will take the form of 
suppressing populations, not eliminating them.”



9,400 acres in 
spray area

33,400 acre core
area, 2500 traps

73,000 acre 
extended area
2850 traps
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Sentinel egg masses placed in the 
field January 14, 2016
2 at Terminal 6, 1 at Terminal 4













Asian Gypsy Moth Eradication









Summary

• Multi-agency ICS to eradicate a forest/ag pest
• Treatments complete; next stage: delimitation trapping
• By August, we will know if treatments are required in 2017
• Lessons learned in forest health emergency



Gypsy moth ID



Questions?

Wyatt Williams
Invasive Species Specialist
Oregon Dept. of Forestry
wwilliams@odf.state.or.us
503-945-7472


